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MORICE FOREST DISTRICT


DISTRICT MANAGER’S POLICY - LANDSCAPE LEVEL BIODIVERSITY


�


Landscape Level Biodiversity refers primarily to the six items stated in Section 5 of the Strategic Planning Regulation, specifically retention of old growth, seral stage distribution, landscape connectivity, stand structure, species composition, and temporal and spatial distribution of cutblocks.





The implementation of landscape level biodiversity is best completed during an LRMP where the land use choices between the potentially conflicting goals can be made.  The Morice Forest District will not have the benefit of an LRMP process soon enough to guide the implementation of landscape level biodiversity, so we must proceed without it.  In my view, this may require the establishment of interim landscape units and interim biodiversity emphasis options which will then allow draft ecosystem management objectives to be set.





Currently in the district there are no emphasis options assigned; therefore, no approved Forest Ecosystem Networks (FENs) identified under the code.  The districts efforts toward ecosystem management and FEN development over the last couple years have been in the context of the IRM planning process development.  The results of this was the completion of a FEN network for he district based on our best interpretation of what would ultimately be put into the code.  Although a good approximation, the current FEN will not be implemented until it has undergone a review to ensure it is consistent with he current legislation and policy direction.





The direction the district will take for review of the existing for development plans (submitted January 1996) is that they will be reviewed without recognition of the pre code FEN.  This means the development plan and formal cutting permit applications will be reviewed based on normal process of MOF mandate and on BC Environment’s specific resource concerns.





I expect that the later years of Development Plan will be viewed with the understanding that FENs will be established in the district and that they will likely be similar to the pre code network jointly developed by the Morice Forest District and BC Environment.  I do not want to approve harvesting proposals in areas where there may be a conflict with a FEN established in the future.  The current forest development plan review is the time to identify those potentially conflicting areas.





Even though landscape units emphasis options have not been established, I do not wish to foreclose on options that may be implemented in the future to protect biodiversity.  Therefore, during the development plan review, I expect that where BCE has an unresolved concern about a particular block within a FEN, their concerns, will be well documented so that I can give them fair consideration in my decision on whether or not to approve the block.





Implementation





The above factors are being implemented during the current development plan review.  No further implementation schedule is required.





Where a licensee has received approval for a block on a previous development plan, and has begun to invest money into the development of that block there will have to be substantial reasons indicating that other resource values are at risk for me to request they not proceed through to harvesting.





Licensees will be given four months notice of the location of any forest ecosystem network prior to being required to include them in their operational plans.
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